
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Mother of Sorrows 

 

          I know you would agree with me when I say: Mothers can really have it tough. 

Fathers can, too. Mothers suffer…and they suffer a lot. And each of us – you and I, both 

– have made our mothers suffer…whether we think we have or not.  

     You see, mothers always want the best for their children. Mothers want their 

children to become the very best. But that seldom happens. In fact, we can say that 

parents often produce their own crosses…you know, little bundles of joy who stab them 

in the heart. Now, they may not do that intentionally. But, by doing what they believe 

they were born for, children can produce a lot of sorrow for their parents. Jesus is a 

prime example of this. 

     Mary, the Mother of Jesus, suffered a lot. Oh, how much she suffered! She wanted 

the very best for Jesus. Well, He never got it. At least not in this life. She stood by His 

cross and saw Him in indescribable misery. If you don’t think she suffered as much as 

He did, then you don’t know what it is be a mother. 

     I feel Mary would like to have shielded her son from all harm and grief. But that is 

not the way it was to be. Jesus’ very mission in life invited danger and misery. And so, 

it was because of the many frustrating efforts to save people from themselves that He 

would end up nailed to that cross. And Mary was always right there with Him. What 

He felt, she felt. What He suffered, she suffered. By her prayers and moral support, she 

helped Jesus do his Father’s will. Well, she is now trying to do the same thing for you 

and me. 

     You do know Mary loves you more than you can imagine. Your own mother’s love 

may be great, but Mary’s love for you is even greater. In fact, it is just like the love she 

had for Jesus…who have her to be your mother and to stand by you no matter what 

comes your way. She encourages you to do God’s will. And she suffers with you while 

you are trying to do it. And she doesn’t leave you when the going gets tough. Mary’s 

motherly love isn’t spoken about much anymore. She is neglected and unappreciated as 

many mothers are. But trust my words: Mary never neglects you. So, don’t you ever 

forget to thank her. 
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     Today is the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. We believe Mary is now happy in heaven 

with Jesus, her son. But I wonder then, is she? I suspect Mary is still suffering. Why? 

Because now you and I are her children. 

 


